Report of the Northern Golden Retriever Association Novice Field Trial

23rd October 2017

The Northern Golden Retriever Association Novice trial for AV Retriever was held on 23rd October at Hy Fly Game Farm by kind permission of Mr Graham Holden and the NGRA team of guns. The start was delayed by hold-ups on the M6, we eventually started with a full card of 14, comprising 9 Labradors, 4 Goldens and one Flatcoat.  The weather was cloudy but fine, though the fields were wet from previous rain. Steward of the Beat Kevin Hughes took us to several blocks of root crops, bordered by ditches and adjacent stubbles and plots of maize. As we walked up a steady flush of pheasant and partridge were expertly dealt with by Trefor Richards’ team of guns. David Jackson & Jim Murphy judged on the right of the line, with Andy Latham and Matt Rowlinson to the left. Fortunes fluctuated with failures and eyewipes reducing the field. Three Labradors and one Golden completed three retrieves and went into the third round. However the second of two partridges proved tricky to find and two dogs went out on this. The two remaining dogs showed their game finding on several more retrieves. As both had completed eyewipes the judges stated that it was a close contest. The trophies and prizes of Alpha dog food were presented as follows:- 
1st & The Wraes Trophy for the Winner : Mr Mike Nelson’s Labrador dog HAWKSGARTH INDIANA Also Winner of the Bakestone Trophy.
2nd : Mrs Linda Scott’s Labrador dog TICEFIELD BLACKCAP. Also winner of Aurea Tankard to the Guns’ Choice.
